UK TTF Promotes FLEGT
• TTF online:
https://ttf.co.uk/flegtand-indonesia/
• Trade Exhibition: Timber
Transformer
• TTF Newsletter to
Members
• Procurement training for
Importers, Merchants,
Architects, Designers

FLEGT Recognised in UK Procurement
• UK Timber Procurement
recognises FLEGT
• Schemes include: FSC,
PEFC, FLEGT
• TTF Includes FLEGT in
all Architect CPD
Procurement Training

AHEC: inspire via design

Design Promotion, London
• LFA Public design
competition June 2019
• Given right information,
procurement advice,
technical knowledge,
designers chose
Indonesian Yellow Balau
for public installation.
• FLEGT was a key selling
point, but only ONE.
• London Festival
Architecture, 2019

TTF 2020 FLEGT Design Project

TTF 2020 FLEGT Design Project
• Goods bought from VPA countries via TTF
Members using RPP
• Highlight to Designers what species available
• Manufactured by UK businesses to learn more
about timbers available
• Permanent installations in prominent locations
around London
• PR Case Studies for TTF Members, VPA countries,
and learning materials for your customers

Supporting convergence
between FLEGT and
Certification
Overcoming rivalry and achieving mutual benefits
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Mandatory forest management standards are catching up with voluntary schemes
Action against illegal logging has evolved over time: from
advocacy, to voluntary measures and then to government-led
reforms

Voluntary standards, such as FSC and PEFC,
were created in the 1990s. They enable
individual companies to adopt sustainable
forest management standards in the
concessions they manage.

Government-led regulatory standards, such
as FLEGT timber legality systems (SVLK in
Indonesia) have been created in the last ten
years. These are mandatory standards for all
players, set across entire countries.
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Voluntary schemes have covered significant areas of northern forests - but there has there has
been much lower uptake in the tropics, where the need for improved forest management is
greatest.
Voluntary certification coverage varies significantly per forest type
Tropical

Percentage of total
forest area

30.62

17.12

43.39

Voluntary certified forest
(%)
in tropical countries
98.21%

Other

0.70%

PEFC

1.09%

FSC

8.87

Tropical
Sub-Tropical
Temperate
Sources: a/ Forest types and total areas: FAO (2015);
b/ FSC certification: FSC Facts & Figures January 3, 2019;
c/ PEFC certification: PEFC Global Statistics - SFM & CoC Certification: Data: September 2018;
d/ Double Certification FSC and PEFC – Estimations Mid 2017 and Corrections 2016.
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Total forest area ('000
ha)a/

Forest type a/
SubTemperate
Tropical

Boreal

Total

1,742,253

347,960

684,468

1,224,452

3,999,133

43.39

8.87

17.12

30.62

100.00

FSC certified (ha)b/

19,151,537

9,435,283

56,825,565

110,524,663

195,937,048

PEFC certified (ha)c/

12,169,204

14,492,517

85,877,842

194,788,393

307,327,956

Total certified (ha)

31,320,741

23,927,800

142,703,407

305,313,056

503,265,004

2,618,512

2,040,056

30,920,732

35,541,101

71,120,401

28,702,229

21,887,744

111,782,675

269,771,955

432,144,603

FSC certified (% total)

1.09

2.60

8.30

9.03

4.89

PEFC certified (% total)

0.70

4.16

12.55

15.91

7.68

Total (% total forest
area)d/

1.65

6.17

16.33

22.03

10.81

FSC (% total certified)

9.72

4.64

29.08

56.56

100.00

PEFC (% total certified)

3.96

4.72

27.94

63.38

100.00

Total (% total certified
area)d/

6.64

5.06

25.87

62.43

100.00

% total

Double certification (ha)d/

Adjusted total (ha)

Voluntary schemes have struggled to succeed in the difficult operating environments of the tropics.
These challenges can only be overcome by government-led reforms
The reforms by partner countries agreed under the FLEGT Action
Plan make important contributions to sustainable forestry that are
beyond the scope of voluntary certification

Voluntary certification has met with significant barriers
to increasing sustainable forest management in
developing tropical countries

PERMANENCE
Since certification is seldom a legal requirement,
certified operators may relinquish their certificates at any
time 2

1

The schemes are generally confined to elements that can
be controlled at the FMU level and audits are unable to

check compliance with legal, environmental
or social elements that are framed by wider
policy and for which compliance is a state responsibility.

A criticism of certification is that it is based on
commercial arrangement between certification
bodies and operators, both of whom have an advantage in
seeing audits succeed.

LEGISLATIVE REFORM

SCALE

OVERSIGHT & SCRUTINY
TRANSPARANCY &
ACCOUNTABILITY
STAKEHOLDER
PARTICIPATION
IMPACTS OF
GOVERNANCE REFORM

Framing environmental, social, economic standards in
legislation and establishing a system that ensures and demonstrates

application of these, guarantees a long-term perspective that is unlikely to be
achieved in situations where individual FMU managers may choose to terminate
their certification.
Reformation processes on legality have already resulted in more secure rights,
more equitable benefit sharing and greater government accountability in
partner countries

Application at the national, rather than FMU level, allows achievement
of landscape-wide implementation of improved practices, including effective protection of
ecosystem functions and biodiversity as well as rights allocation, contract terms and fiscal
policy

All FLEGT VPAs require periodic independent audits, during which
qualified third-party bodies check that the system defined in the agreement is
being implemented, and that it remains effective in ensuring that only legallyproduced timber products are licensed for export.
VPAs include a transparency annex that set out what information must
be made publicly available and how it can be accessed.
A fundamental requirement for all VPAs is that decisions on the structure of TLASs must be
deliberated and agreed by affected stakeholders, including private

sector operators and civil society organisations, as well as
involved government agencies

FLEGT processes introduce improved checks and balances that help
attract long-term investments in the forest sector and beyond.

1. Some jurisdictions (e.g. Gabon, Sarawak state in Malaysia) have laws that require concession holders to have their areas certified; however none of these are currently being enforced.
2. European concessionaires in Africa are gradually selling their assets to Asian investors, who operate in markets that accept lower-quality wood. This is associated with a decline in FSC certification. Two major Europe-based concessionaires, representing nearly 700,000 certified hectares in Cameroon have sold their rights to Asian
companies which may not maintain their certifications. (Commentary by Alain Karsenty, 1 August 2018. https://news.mongabay.com/2018/08/the-crisis-in-the-european-tropical-timber-sector-in-central-africa-commentary/)

While voluntary certification set high standards in one concession area, government-led
FLEGT reforms raise standards across entire landscapes. Combined, they are much more
likely to have a significant impact on wider sustainability.
Voluntary
certified
concessions

Voluntary
certified
concessions

FLEGT aims:
• to promote policy and legal reform,
• to strengthen governance and
transparency,
FLEGT
sectoral
reforms

Unsustainable Landscape
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Sustainable Landscape

• to build capacity in terms of
improved law enforcement and
product traceability, and
• to ensure proper capture of forest
revenues.

Complication
- 14 -
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Voluntary and FLEGT schemes currently compete for access to discerning timber markets:
FLEGT timber exporters are struggling to increase sales.
Exporters from Indonesia are failing to capture more of the EU tropical
timber market, despite having achieved FLEGT licensing status and
being granted streamlined access to the EU market

Indonesian FLEGT standards and FSC have created an atmosphere of competition
and rivalry for the same share of the responsible tropical timber market.

V
S

?

Meanwhile, the European tropical timber market is stagnating rather than growing,
due to a lack of trust in tropical timber outside of well established voluntary
certification schemes.

Buyers continue to rely heavily on only a limited range of timber species and are
becoming more dependent on fewer exporting companies in the tropics to better
manage risk, both regulatory and reputational, particularly associated with EUTR.

EU imports of tropical timber products by VPA status– 12 months rolling total January
2016 to May 2019 (Source ITTO-IMM analysis of Eurostat COMEXT)
1. IMM study 2017 which reported in 2018.
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Counterproductive double payments for audits are blocking the expansion of SFM schemes
FSC is struggling to increase its coverage in tropical forest countries like Indonesia
Paying twice..

$10.600- $14.000 /1000 ha
to get FSC certification in
private forest (CHECK)
APHI estimates that 15 – 20%
of the cost of FSC
implementation are
represented by the audit
process.

$1700-$2400 /1000 ha
to get SVLK certification
(CHECK)
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…to be certified to similar standards..

In Indonesia, the
government SFM
standard (PHPL)
is estimated to
cover around

60% of the
requirements of
FSC

FSC
Standard

In Ghana, the legal
forest
laws, strengthened by
the FLEGT VPA
process, fully
or partially address

75% of the criteria
in FSC standards.

The main difference between the two schemes is the need to invest in
Reduced Impact Logging standards, and to set aside High Conservation
Value areas within concessions.

..leads to low coverage

Mandatory PHPL
standards in
Indonesia certified

12.4 million ha

Voluntary
certification

2.8 million ha

FSC certification has only achieved a
coverage of 2.8 million ha among natural
forests concessions in Indonesia.
Meanwhile, 12.4 million ha of natural
forests are certified to the national PHPL
standards

16

Expanding sustainable forest management
practices across natural forests
Certification
schemes share the
same OBJECTIVE
THE
OPPORTUNITY
Matching new
SOURCES OF
SUPPLY to high
levels of demand

Increasing supply of responsible timber
New FLEGT systems are bringing online significant areas of
responsible timber per year, which are gradually being recognised
by discerning markets.

Tapping into the high demand for responsible
tropical timber

FLEGT is bringing companies to PEFC/FSC’s
doorstep!
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