GETTING THE
RIGHT TREATMENT
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@TimberTradeFed

MAKE THE MOST OF
SUSTAINABLY-GROWN
TIMBER WITH
PRESERVATIVE
TREATMENTS
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Timber is a valuable, and valued, resource. Some timber
species are naturally more durable than others, but are less
abundant. Other more readily available wood species can
have their service life extended by preservative treatment.
These include the majority of today’s construction softwoods.
Getting the right timber preservative treatment for the type
of timber, and for the situation in which the timber will be
used, is essential to creating safe and reliable structures.
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Members of the Timber Trade Federation and Wood
Protection Association are working together to help timber
buyers to understand which level of timber treatment is
appropriate to their needs, and to ensure that information
appears on all relevant documentation. The Timber Decking
& Cladding Association is supporting this work.
Providing accurate information, and passing this knowledge
onward through the supply chain, is part of continuing
efforts to improve the clarity of construction product
information. Visit
. .co.u and
.the a.or .u
for further information.
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CLEAR INFORMATION
FOR BUYERS
Under the Code for Construction Product Information, all
those involved in trading or selling construction products
have a responsibility to ensure that accurate information
reaches users and buyers, and that the product information
is consistent with the product supplied. This is especially
important with timber preservative treatments, as treated
timber products may look the same but may carry different
levels of preservative, tailored to specific applications.
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Timber Trade Federation members must ensure that the
Use Class application of the treated timber they supply is
clearly identified on sales and stock records. This gives
buyers every opportunity to make sure they have the
right level of treatment for the end use application.

DESIRED SERVICE LIFE?
The ‘Desired Service Life’ (DSL) of preservative-treated timber
can vary and may be shown as 15 years, 30 years or 60 years.
This is a method used by producers to indicate the likely
longevity of a piece of timber when treated to a certain
level and used for a defined application. Some producers
offer an actual warranty for a specified use or installation
and period of time, but it is best not to assume that all
treated timber comes with a manufacturers’ warranty.
Make sure you get confirmation in writing of the likely
performance of timber when used for your intended
application. Open out this leaflet to find out more.
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USE CLASS 2 , 3 or 4 ?
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR
environments are very
different and so treated
wood performance levels
should reflect this.

UNDERSTANDING
USE CLASSES
The technical standard BS8417 groups the uses, or applications,
of timber into various ‘Use Classes’. Three of these are the most
common in construction products and are described in BS EN 335.
Use Class 2 covers timber for interior uses in a dry environment. Use
Class 3 is for exterior applications above ground, with small letter ‘u’ indicating
uncoated wood, and small letter ‘c’ indicating coated wood e.g. on a painted timber
window. Use Class 4 is for wood used on or in the ground and for external structural support,
whether or not it sits on other materials like an under-deck weed-suppressing membrane.
When sold, treated timber will be described as having a Use Class 2, 3 or 4 treatment level. If you are
at all unsure after reading this poster, ask your supplier for written confirmation of the Use Class.

To get the best from your timber, make sure it’s preservative
pressure treated to the correct Use Class.

TRAINING AVAILABLE TO ALL
Knowledge is important to
everyone purchasing, selling,
specifying or dealing with
preservative-treated timber.
A free training presentation
which runs through the basic
facts is available to everyone
and can be viewed at either
www.thewpa.org.uk or
www.ttf.co.uk

Flame-retardant treatments?
Flame-retardant treatments must be applied in a factory-based, quality controlled
environment and adhere to strict standards. They can either be applied to products as
they are manufactured or incorporated into materials as they are used to make wood-based
products, such as MDF and OSB. This leaflet does not cover flame-retardant timber
treatments, but accessible and technically detailed information, again jointly produced
by the Timber Trade Federation and Wood Protection Association, is freely available to
all. Visit: www.thewpa.org.uk/resource-centre or www.timberfirehub.co.uk. A training
module for local authority building control officers, designers and specifiers, produced
in conjunction with LABC, is available via: www.woodcampus.co.uk

YOUR TIMBER TRADE
FEDERATION MEMBER

To find a member visit ttf.co.uk.
Your Supplier Member is:

Produced jointly by the Timber Trade Federation and Wood Protection Association,
supported by the Timber Decking & Cladding Association.
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