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With RIBA’s 2030 Climate Challenge driving change
in building design, specifying wood and timber
products from a Timber Trade Federation member
can help architects to reduce significantly the global
warming potential of buildings.

Steico UK

From ultimate recyclability to improved air quality,
specifying certified sustainably-grown and legally
harvested wood reduces the embodied carbon of
buildings. Wood fibre insulation leads to better
operational energy and greater wellbeing with its
breathable, hygroscopic nature. Health and
wellbeing benefit from the natural aesthetic of real
wood. Studies show increases in school children’s
concentration and in staff positivity at work; wood
in the daily environment also aids mental health by
putting us back in touch with nature.
Timber and wood products from TTF members
represent ‘Timber You Can Trust’. All members
undertake rigorous supply chain checks under our
Responsible Purchasing Policy, submitting their
sourcing to independent auditing.
Find a TTF member near you:
ttf.co.uk/find-a-member-product/

Gilmour & Aitken

Open here to see climate-friendly projects

MAKE A LASTING DIFFERENCE
Using wood wherever possible in an average 3-bed new build, from studding to
rafters, floors to doors and windows, locks away around 19 tonnes of CO2.
The majority of the wood used in the UK comes from Scandinavian and northern
European forests, where millions of tree seedlings are re-planted every year.
Check the life cycle analysis of timber products at ww.woodforgood.com

DESIGNED FOR
DECONSTRUCTION
Reducing post-construction waste is as much a
factor in calculating the whole life impacts of a
building as the initial supply of materials to site.
Part of the bio-economy, sustainably-grown
and legally-harvested timber is a renewable,
repairable, re-useable and ultimately recyclable
material. See inside this leaflet for inspiration.

EMBODIED CARBON
One of the central tenets of RIBA’s 2030
Climate Challenge, the embodied carbon
of timber offers architects a significant
advantage. See the diagram on the right.

Source: All Party Parliamentary Group on the Timber Industries’
report: How the Timber Industries can help solve the housing
crisis, November 2019.

Open here to see
climate-friendly
projects
Stora Enso

TimberWorks
Re-use, recycle, disassemble
Wood is an eminently re-useable and recyclable material, as demonstrated
by this zero waste renovation of a London flat by Arboreal Architecture.
Maple-veneered engineered timber flooring was adapted on-site to make
wall panelling. Kitchen flooring and cabinetry was made from reclaimed Oak
from old barns, and old windows became a glazed partition in the office.
An air-tightness lining membrane,
with recycled denim insulation
to improve thermal performance,
was installed behind the wood
panelling and assembled with
removable fasteners (no glues),
with a view to eventual
disassembly and reuse. Other
old wood not reused internally
was utilised in a garden gabion
wall, and drilled with holes to
provide insect habitats.

Making the most of wood’s environmental credentials
Find more at ttf.co.uk/timberworks

Passivhaus Tree House
The Tree House in Dursley, Gloucestershire, was designed to
Passivhaus principles by Millar Howard Workshop and owner
Jon Martin. Merging with its landscape, the owner’s wish to
have British-grown timber incorporated was fulfilled using
British Larch sourced with advice from a local TTF member.
Find out more at ttf.co.uk/timberworks.

Millar Howard Workshop

Slip-resist solid wood
for SSSI

Recycled and composite products may have their place,
but where retail settings are concerned, public perception
of a more natural environment recognizably influences sales.
At HPW Architecture’s Rushden Lakes retail and restaurant
complex, visitors are also actively encouraged to connect
with nature externally through the Sites of Special Scientific
Interest at the location. Solid wood decking with a smooth
but slip-resisting surface facilitates access by wheelchairs,
prams and families in all weathers.

Agnese Sanvito

Tropical hardwood,
responsibly sourced

Plentiful, well-utilised
resource

Gaining
on thermal
efficiency

Obtaining responsibly-sourced European
and tropical hardwoods from a Timber
Trade Federation member means they will
have undergone rigorous due diligence
and independent auditing under our
Responsible Purchasing Policy, which has
now been in operation for over a decade.
Architects and designers Yellow
Cloud Studio, responding to an unusual
triangular space, chose Ipe decking
with its very durable rating for this area.
A robust and attractive timber originating
from the West Indies through to Mexico
and central South America, Ipe is one
of many lesser-used species. Ask your
TTF member supplier for advice on
sustainable hardwoods.
Yellow Cloud Studio Architects & Designers

Cross-laminated timber is an ideal
material for offsite construction
and is now moving from major
projects into domestic-scale
extensions. Gresford Architects
chose CLT for its high thermal
efficiency, stability and breathability.
Pre-fabricated with apertures and
trunking conduits ready-cut, it
made the build and fit-out phases
swifter than with traditional
construction. Find out more on
our TimberWorks web page.

Marley

Tonkin Liu Architects chose two grades of FSC®-certified Birch plywood
for a curved roof mirroring a rainwater collection pool below in their
Sun Rain Rooms project to a extend a Grade 2 Listed townhouse.
Birch is a plentiful species across northern Europe, Canada and Russia.
There is virtually no waste from harvesting this renewable tree crop:
even the twigs, bark and sap can be utilised. Birch from well-managed
forests also supports a myriad of wildlife.
Tonkin Liu Architects

French & Tye

NATURAL RESOURCES
The Timber Trade Federation has a dedicated website channel for architects at:
www.ttf.co.uk/architects, under which you will find a range of resources, from standards
and span tables for building with timber to responsible sourcing and species guidance.
We also have a dedicated resource on timber, fire and flame retardant treatments.
Our TimberWorks series of case studies brings you ideas and inspiration using the full
breadth of timber, from domestic-scale use of CLT to alternative and local species,
interiors and exteriors, and from office to domestic, retail and school environments.
Find us on Twitter: @TimberTradeFed and @TTF_TimberWorks

AWARDS FOR YOUR PROJECTS
Showcase your timber and climate change design talents in two key annual awards with
national reach. Details are below.
Call for entries: March-May
Shortlist announced: July
Prizes awarded: November
Visit: www.woodawards.com
Call for entries: August
Shortlist announced: November
Prizes awarded: February
*Association for
Sustainable Building
Products

Visit: www.asbp.org.uk
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YOUR TIMBER TRADE
FEDERATION MEMBER

To find a member visit ttf.co.uk.
Your Supplier Member is:

