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TTF Newsletter June 2017

Dear reader,
The TTF is trying to ensure that our news reaches all our members, stakeholders and interested parties. Please check your records and ask all staff to sign up to our newsletter by visiting our website or sending an email to bantuono@ttf.co.uk.

"Timber You Can Trust" Campaign in full
swing - Get involved!

TTF AGM 2017: Raising the bar for quality
and sustainable timber

At the beginning of June, the Timber Trade Federation
(TTF) launched its ‘Timber you can Trust’ campaign,
highlighting the need to source timber responsibly.

On Thursday 15th June 2017, the Timber Trade Federation held its 27th Annual General Meeting (AGM) at the
Building Centre in London.

The Campaign has already garnered support of many
Industry stakeholder, local authorities, architects, contractors and influencers. A photo gallery can be
seen here.

The AGM saw the re-appointment of David Hopkins as
TTF Managing Director and Keith Fryer as TTF President. Moreover, Charles Hopping, Chairman of Hoppings
Softwood Products, was nominated as Director in the
TTF Governing Board and also as TTF Vice-president.

To join the Campaign, just take a picture with the Pledge
Card here and share it on social media using the
hashtag #trustedtimber.

David Hopkins, TTF Managing Director, illustrated the
new TTF strategy for 2017-18. Key action points include: - management of risk and reputation; - enhanced
communication and engagement plan; - renewed focus
on education and training.
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TTF and BMF launch second edition of
Timber Forum News

TTF invites members to promote their
contribution to local communities

In view of the relaunch of the Timber Industries All Party
Parliamentary Group (APPG), the Timber Trade Federation has invited its members to contact their local MPs to
showcase Timber businesses' massive contribution to
the local economy.

The Timber Trade Federation (TTF) and the Builders
Merchants Federation (BMF) have released the second
edition of Timber Forum News, the magazine specifically
designed for timber merchants.

"This initiative has been conducted in conjunction with
the British Woodworking Federation (BWF) and the
Structural Timber Association (STA) under the banner of
the Confederation of Timber Industries, (CTI)", explains
TTF Managing Director David Hopkins. "The more response we get locally, the bigger our influence becomes
nationally."

The publication - downloadable here - is the result of
a joint venture between the two major trade organisations aimed at sharing best practices and informing merchants and Industry Stakeholders on the latest developments in timber and wood-based products.

TTF Members can download a letter template here.

Brazilian Timber Market Seminar - highlights
Date and venue unveiled for NPPD Dinner
2017

On Thursday 1st June 2017 the Embassy of Brazil in
London hosted the first TTF seminar specifically focused
on the Brazilian Timber Market.
This years’ National Panel Products Division Annual Dinner will be held on Wednesday 8th November at The
River Rooms (just next to Blackfriars Bridge).

The event brought together leading stakeholders in the
Brazilian Timber Industry offering an overview of the
market, its regulatory framework and some of the country’s most attractive trade opportunities. Several Brazilian
timber companies had the chance to show the audience
product lines, sustainability certificates and trade activities, promoting their business to potential UK partners.

Booking will start at the beginning of August so please
save the date and watch this space! For more information, you can contact Karen Sussex - TTF Head of
Membership - at ksussex@ttf.co.uk
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TTF President Keith Fryer appointed in the
board of Cei-Bois

TTF Statistical Bulletin June 2017: Focus
on: Softwood Imports & Housing Starts

TTF President Keith Fryer and TTF Managing Director
David Hopkins, attended the Board Meeting and General
Assembly of CEI Bois in Vienna last week.

The TTF Statistical Bulletin for June 2017 - downloadable here for TTF Members - show that volumes of
imported timber and panel products in Q1/ 2017 were the
highest for a first quarter since before the recession in
2008 and 17% higher than Q1 2016.

TTF President Keith Fryer was elected to the Board of
CEI Bois and attended his first Board meeting. Speaking
at the event, Mr Fryer said: “I am delighted to represent
TTF on the Board of CEI Bois. We took a strategic decision to make sure we are actively involved with our key
trading partners across the EU and I look forward to
playing my part."

Remarkably, the value of softwood imports in Q1 2017
was 22% higher compared to Q1 2016, in line with
the global upward trend for softwood market prices.
The June Statistical Bulletin also offers an insight on
the connection between Housing Starts in England and
Softwood imports market.

CPA consultation for State of Trade Survey
Q2 /2017 to close tomorrow
TTF launches New ‘Trade Infographics’
webpage

The CPA’s State of Trade Survey for Q2 / 2017 is still
open, with a deadline of Friday 30 June.

As part of the TTF’s statistical outputs, we have created
a new page focusing on infographics for trade and trade
flow visualisation. This page can be found in
our Statistics section under ‘Trade Infographics’.

The Survey highlights output and sales, orders and enquiries, costs, prices, profit, payment, employment and
capacity across the whole UK Construction Industry.

The first focus for this new page is our ‘Port Infographic
for 2016 Imports’ which provides an interactive map of
the most popular ports of clearance for different timber
products. We have split this into a series of maps based
on different Customs Codes categories: Sawn Softwood,
Sawn Hardwood, Panels and Chapter 44 total.

TTF Members can join the online consultation at
link here.
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Revised Softwood and Hardwood Visual
Strength Grading Standards - Drafts for
Comment now open

Currencies Direct joins TTF

We are delighted to welcome Currencies Direct as a new
TTF Associate Member.
The TTF has created a brand new webpage to house
any draft technical standards or revised standards we
receive which have been issued for public consultation.
We will inform members when we receive these and update the webpage, linking members to the relevant documents.

This partnership with the TTF means Currencies Direct
can work closely with TTF members, understanding the
specific challenges the timber industry is facing today.
Members benefit from a dedicated dealer, looking at their
business plans and helping them to create a strategy
tailored to their foreign currency needs.
For more info, contact Karen Sussex ksussex@ttf.co.uk

As the TTF sits on various BSI committees, we will share
these public consultation drafts when they become available and circulate them to members for comment.

TTF attends Brussels conference on illegal
logging and deforestation

Special edition of ETTF Newsletter focused
on Myanmar now available

On 21-22 June, Mike Worrell - TTF Head of Policy and
Sustainability - attended the international conference "Tackling deforestation and illegal logging" in Brussels.

The European Timber Trade Federation (ETTF) has issued a special edition of its Newsletter focused on Myanmar exports of teak timber.

The event - organised by the European Commission aimed to present the key recommendations included in
the EU FLEGT Action Plan’s evaluation, along with the
draft FLEGT work plan 2017-2020. There was also room
to debate experiences and lessons learnt in implementing the Action Plan and identify ways to strengthen results and intensify impacts.

The Newsletter includes a recap of the Environmental
Investigation Agency probe into the topic and features
cases where shipments to the EU were judged in breach
of the EU Timber Regulation due to insufficient proof of
forest origin.
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London & South East Timber Trade
Association to be relaunched in September

UNEP-WCMC compiles briefing note on
implementation and enforcement of EUTR

UNEP-WCMC have complied a briefing note providing an
overview of recent developments relevant to the implementation and enforcement of the EUTR, where specific
attention of EU Member States is warranted and enforcement steps are being taken.

In September 2017, the L&SETTA will re-launch after
lying dormant for a few years. Old and new L&SETTA
members will be invited to attend the re-launch meeting
and lunch so please watch this space for further information.

Among the main news reported: - Notices issued to two
UK operators importing timber from Myanmar [one importing directly and one importing via the United
States]; - Dutch court ruled that an operator importing
timber from Cameroon did so in breach of the EUTR; TTF agreed to mandatory species testing of plywood imported into the UK.

If you are based in London or South East England and
would like to join the association, please contact Karen
Sussex. All TTF Members are welcome.

Winner of TTF sponsored TRADA Student
Design Competition 2017 announced

TTF encourages members to support the
Fenn Bell Project Zoo with... timber!

A brand-new education and conservation project urgently
needs timber to build an enclosure for two endangered
Snow Leopards in Kent.
An innovative modular design that uses a series of reconfigurable hexagonal shapes has scooped the top
prize in 2017 TRADA Student Design Competition. This
year the TTF was one of the major sponsors for the
award.

The Fenn Bell Project was awarded zoo status last
month after two years of very hard work by Andy Cowell
and the team there, and with voluntary support from the
community and even the Royal Engineers.
If you can help, with the option of your company name
and logo on the enclosure in perpetuity, and with a grand
opening for the public and the press, please do get in
touch!

The team of four students from the University of Edinburgh impressed the judges with a design they
said “demonstrated the most complete consideration of
all aspects, from design through to how the building
would be constructed and deconstructed”.
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UK timber importers invited to join trade
mission to Belarus

PEFC UK to hold its Annual Stakeholder
Meeting on 4 July

The Embassy of The Republic of Belarus In The United
Kingdom, in cooperation with the Embassy of the United
Kingdom in the Republic of Belarus, announced
a Timber and Woodworking Trade Mission to Belarus.

PEFC UK will be holding its Annual Stakeholder Meeting
in London on Tuesday 4th July. The event will begin at
2.00pm and will be held at the offices of the National Association for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO), 8 All
Saints Street, London N1 9RL .

The mission will take place from 6 to 10 September 2017
and is open up to 10 people. The deadline for applications is Monday 10th July 2017.

The event agenda can be found here. For more information and registration, click here.

This is a good opportunity to learn about Belarusian timber market, establish new contacts and visit Belarus, a
country that remains a blank spot on the map for many
UK businesses.

Upcoming events | Timber Industry
BPE offers Simple Guide to the new General
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)

TTF July Calendar features important dates and events.
Find below what's going on:
•

East Anglia Timber Trade Association (EATTA)
General Meeting | 6 July | Cambridge

You can also find major Timber Industry events - from
conferences and meetings to workshops and exhibitions
- on CTI Timber Industry Calendar. Among others:

TTF Associate Member BPE Solicitors has produced a
simple guide to the tew General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) coming into effect on 25 May 2018.

•

The regulation provides a legal framework for keeping
everyone’s personal data safe by requiring companies to
have robust processes in place for handling and storing
personal information.

•
•
•

TTF Members can enjoy special discount packages on
legal advice from BPE. For more info, contact Karen
Sussex at ksussex@ttf.co.uk

•
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PEFC UK Annual Stakeholder Day 2017 | 4 July |
London
Explore Offsite Education | 11 July | London
Forest Regeneration In Changing Environments
2017 - conference | 11-13 July | Corvallis, US
IUFRO INAFOR Joint International Conference
2017 | 24-27 July | | Yogyakarta, Indonesia
Sylva Wood 2017 | 27-28 July | Shanghai, China

