
  

 

How the timber industries can help solve the housing crisis  

5 November 2019 

Dear all, 
 
I am delighted to let you know that today the CTI, as the secretariat of the All-Party Parliamentary 
Group (APPG) for the Timber Industries, is launching the APPG’s new report, How the timber 
industries can help solve the housing crisis. You can download and read the report here. 
 
The report is the culmination of work carried out by the CTI with the MPs who are members of the 
APPG over the course of 2019. The MPs took evidence from representatives of the English, 
Scottish and Welsh timber industries during three oral evidence sessions over the course of the 
summer and combined this with desk-based research to produce this report. In addition, timber 
trade associations from around the world were invited to share examples of good practice which 
related to the key questions above. This report brings together this research to make 
recommendations to both national and local government. I am grateful to all of those in the 
industry who helped contribute to the report, through the evidence sessions and case studies.  
 
The report argues that using timber in construction is key to meeting emissions targets, and urges 
the Government to implement the recommendations of the Climate Change Committee by 
increasing the use of timber in construction.  
 
A long-term spending commitment, reform of right-to-buy and building regulations that encourage 
innovation in construction are amongst the recommendations to the Government made in the 
report. In order to meet the skills requirement needed to build more homes, the report 
recommends that Government should place an increased emphasis on construction apprentices 
and invest in developing construction courses, bringing together skills development with 
technological solutions. 
 
Over the coming months, the CTI will be using this report to lobby national and local government 
to implement the recommendations. There are three key ways in which you can help us to do this, 
particularly as we enter the General Election campaign this week. 
 

• Share the report with your local parliamentary candidates and ask them to back 
the recommendations: Invite them to attend your business, highlight the report and 
ask them to back the recommendations. 

• Write to your local council: Please share the report with your council leader and ask 
them how they will implement the local government recommendations. You can find 
contact details for councillors on your local council website. 

• Show your support on social media: Share the CTI’s posts on Twitter and LinkedIn 
this week, or do your own using the hashtag #TrustedTimber, #TimeForTimber, and 
#Builditbetterwithwood. 

 

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:25d56d0e-c542-4de3-8634-26241e342cd3
https://twitter.com/CTI_timber/status/1191651560499163137
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6597418036951564290/


 

You can find the press release on the CTI website to be repurposed for your use. Thank you for 
your support. Please do get in touch with the CTI team if you have any questions, or if you would 
like to share your local political successes over the coming weeks. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
  

 
 
Roy Wakeman OBE 
Chair of the Confederation of Timber Industries  

 

You can contact the CTI via lmacandrew@cti.timber.org or on 0207 2915370. 
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